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form there. The Perumal was known as Svetha girinathan,
Pundarikakshan. Perhaps with poetic liberty the story is said
that when the boar ran it left the imprint of its feet and a holy
tank was built at the place. Thus, we have seven theerthams
inside the temple itself. They are Padma theerthain, Varaha
theertham, Manikarnika theertham, Kusahasti theertham and
Kanda pushkarini theertham. In addition the bush where Bhoo-
midevi was doing her penance, was converted by Sibi raja into
a poonkidangu (flower garden). Today this place is known as
Poonkinaru. Even today about 13 miles to the south east of
Svetha giri, there is a village known as Pankaja selvi. It is
on the Samayapuram Tiruchy road to the south of Samayapu-
ram. There are lands registered in the name of the Goddess in
the village records. The residents of this village are even today
honoured during Panguni Thirunal (Panguni festival).
When the temple was built at Svethagiri by Sibi
Chakravarthi, Markandeya rishi had to arrange to have all the re-
ligious functions and rites performed. He therefore ordered that
3700 Sri Vaishnava brahmins from Antarvedi village which lies
in between the two rivers Ganga and Yamuna, may be brought to
Thiruvellarai to attend to these functions. Accordingly, the 3700
families were brought It is said that once one amongst these
3700 died and to replace him God himself appeared and com-
pleted the function. The Sri Vaishnavas in this place even today
have their bath in the Kusahasti theertham while celebrating the
Avani Avittam (holy thread changing ceremony), then proceed
to the temple accompanied by Nadaswaram and the homam is
performed in the temple precincts itself. It is said that this is so
because the gap left by one amongst the 3700, who passed away
was replaced, by God himself and so the Avani Avittam was cel-
ebrated in the temple where God took the place of the one miss-
ing person and performed Avani Avittam along with the others.
There is a manyam separately gifted (endowments) to meet the
expenditure for distributing sundal prasad after Avani Avittam.
In course of time, these 3700 brahmins got dispersed to Srivil-
liputtur, Thirukoshtiyur, Vembathur, Kidaram, Perunkarunai
(the last 3 in Ramnad District). Even today, in those places,
they are identified as Thiruvellarai Sri Vaishnavas. Ramaniqa
when he needed some priests at Melkote for rendering service